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Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated
themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.'
When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath
made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, | conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and
cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place
wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.".? ? ? ? ? Sandhill (132) and down (133) betwixt there blooms a yellow willow-flower, (134)
Pomegranate-blossoms (135) and for fruits pomegranates (136) that doth bear..? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with
colocynth for wine she hath me plied..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her
coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her;
and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he
complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of
good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Young Men, El Hejjaj and the Three,
i. 53..0ne day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before her, wherein was a perfumed
candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her
and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were | not of the number of the upstarts, | had daily sought thy service; so do not
thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, | knew this of
thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go forth of my place, | had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the
Faithful hath forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and | am not content to be as one of
the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and | am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though it be but once a month, that |
may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh.
'‘By Allah, O my lady, | would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that | am one of thy handmaids
and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..With this the king bade the vizier go away to his
lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..For the uses of food | was fashioned and made, ii. 223..When the king heard this, he said,
"Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape
[us].".When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his
own house and come again at eventide..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife,
renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in
his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont
to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..As for the king their father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom
belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with
justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there
came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of
the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than that of the young man
of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she
nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About
her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its
full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when
the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who
draw near!" | called out aloud, as to meet you | flew..In every rejoicing a boon (240) midst the singers and minstrels am I, ii. 258.When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's
verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took
the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.A fair one, to idolaters if she
herself should show, iii. 10..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and
called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, | am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!" So
Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!)
except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] | will cast myself down from this palace, for that | am weary of my life and know

that | am slain without recourse; wherefore | will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in asking..Temam (Abou), Story of llan Shah
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and, i. 126..?0OF ENVY AND MALICE..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..Then she changed the measure and the
mode [and played] so that she amazed the wits of those who were present, and Queen Es Shuhba was moved to mirth and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight!" Then she
returned to the first mode and improvised the following verses on the water-lily:.? ? ? ? ? Yet, | conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement
long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Numan (En) and the Arab of the Benou Tai, i. 203..Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, iii. 190..The Fifteenth Night of
the Month.
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